
 

 

Did you know….? 
 

 

-What prompted Robi Hutas to produce his epic photo-documentary of the Hermosa and 

Manhattan Beach strands? 

 

-How he used it to create one of the most spectacular Pictorial Print series of its kind? 

 

-Why he’s allowing beach cities residents to buy pieces of it at a deeply discounted price? 

 

-How long you have to take advantage of his generous offer? 

 

 
The following is the original unedited draft for the 

advertorial that ran on page 11 of the 02/28/08 Easy Reader. 

 

  

 

 

‘‘LLooccaall  pphhoottoo--hhiissttoorriiaann  ssaavveess  2277  SSttrraanndd  hhoommeess      

aanndd  tthhoouussaannddss  ooff  mmeemmoorriieess  iinn  $$220077,,000000  aarrtt  ppiieeccee..’’  
 
 

 

          How It Started    

 

    Noted fine artist and hall of fame photographer Robi Hutas was riding his bike along the strand, unable 

to escape the pounding and grind of movement harshly echoing in his ears block after block.  With hardly a 

soul to be seen, Robi realized the persistent sound was the sledgehammer, bulldozer and grand plans that 

are ever-changing the landscape of our beachfront neighborhood, and he knew he had to do something 

about it. 

    

    With a more than forty-year history of photographing our beach cities, from volleyball tournaments to 

prolific storms, and from eclectic characters to landmark buildings that no longer exist, Robi raced back to 

his studio and put camera in hand to freeze frame that single moment in time that would soon no longer be. 

 

          Freezing The Moment Forever 

 

    Thinking strongly about the large-scale Hermosa Beach Strand panoramic photograph he created back in 

1968, a flagship image displayed in the original Hermosa Beach Historical Society Museum and still 

coveted by many private collectors and fans of Robi Hutas’s work, Robi set out to photo-document every 

house and business on the Strand from the northern most tip of Manhattan Beach all the way to the last 

house in south Hermosa.  And with 83 panorama photographs, he did it from a perspective that captured the 

memories of everyone who ever stepped foot on the sand in-between. 

 

    Walking the beach in its entirety with his specialized panoramic camera on a gorgeous winter day in 

2004, looking east from the waterline framing six to eight houses at a time, Robi created 83 photographic 

images that hold a beautiful ribbon of color between a clear blue sky and the sandy tan beach that so many 

of us call home.  From our favorite beach breaks to the volleyball courts we’ve defended with our honor, 

and from tattered old beach cottages to well known landmarks like the ‘lighthouse’ home at First Street in 

Hermosa, Robi managed to save many of the icons of our lives with his camera lens before they were 

doomed to oblivion.    

 

    Now just four years down the road, from a house here and there to entire blocks unrecognizable, 27 of 

the homes in that single moment of time have vanished.  With many more on the chopping block including 

cornerstone establishments like The Mermaid in Hermosa Beach that make up the fabric and character of 

our beach cities, Robi Hutas may have inadvertently created not only an incredible art piece, but he may 

have actually created the only complete record of how the Manhattan and Hermosa Beach Strand was, as 

we knew it. 

 

         From Photography to High Art 

 

    An artist in the truest sense, using archival inks on museum gauge Japanese watercolor paper, Robi used 

the 83 historic photographic panels to produce one of the most spectacular large-scale pictorial print art 

pieces of its kind.  Printing each of the 83 panels one at a time in his own studio to a size of 11” x 30”, 

matted and framed the incredible panoramic representation of our conjoined beach cities would stretch 

nearly the length of a football field if laid end to end.    

 

         Rare By Release 

  

    Discretely showing the collection in its entirety only once in public exhibition, where it immediately 

made news in every publication covering our community, Robi quietly tucked this collection away for 

posterity and only once afterward made it available to a mere handful of insistent collectors.  Now in his 

mid-seventies, Robi has decided to finally give each of us beach cities residents an opportunity to capture a 

piece of this historic art piece, and a handful of our own memories, with this one-time-only public offering. 

 

    Due to the enormous scale of the art project, quality and cost of materials, and the time involved in 

individually producing these true pictorial prints, Robi restricted the original 2004 first year release to only 

five studio-made pictorial prints of each of the 83 panels.  Allowing only twenty prints of the series to be 

claimed in each of the consecutive years, there are now enough available that you may have a chance to 

claim one as your very own.  And with a lifetime limited-edition cap of only 125 true pictorial prints of 

each panel ever to be made, this series is a rare collectors item that will never again be reproduced.  

 



          More Rare By Mistake 

 

    Like a misprinted stamp, there was a bit of a problem with that first year release.  In his haste to prepare 

hundreds of art pieces for the gallery show where he debuted the Strand Photo-Documentary Pictorials 

collection, Robi inadvertently numbered a few of the prints out of sequence, omitted a couple of the 

original frames, and included a couple of artistic pier images he’d photographed while creating the photo-

documentary.  And the genie was out of the bottle.  Too late to retrieve the prints already in collectors 

hands, they’ve become coveted rarities that have skyrocketed in value.    

 

    Many of the first year release panels immediately sold out the moment they were made available, but if 

you’re looking for a truly unique collectible, with an odd print or two tucked away in Robi’s archive, you 

can still get one at the going price of $2500.  Like he does with many of his art pieces, Robi did hold back 

one complete set for his own private collection.  Now the only complete set of its kind, it’s all 83 of the 

#5/125 first year release misprints.  At the current price, Robi’s personal set is now has an estimated value 

of over $207,000.  But please don’t even ask, because it’s simply not for sale.  Not just yet anyway. 

 

          In Perfect Order 

 

    After recognizing his mistake, Robi set about correcting the photo-documentary to reflect his original 

intent.  And a perfect job he did of it too.  Even going back within days to re-shoot a panoramic photograph 

to maintain consistency in the series, the pictorial prints now number perfectly from the northern most 

Manhattan Beach panel #1 to the southern most Hermosa Beach panel #83, which makes it most easy to 

locate the one that’s significant to your life.   

 

         Our Lives In Art 

 

    Like myself, I’m sure you’ve had many wonderful experiences in Manhattan and Hermosa, both on the 

Strand and the beach itself.  When I was young my family surf-fished at Second Street in Hermosa and we 

always told friends to stop at Mickey’s deli and then meet us in front of the Lighthouse home.  As I got 

older, we’d lock up our bikes at Longfellow and bodysurf the day away.  In college I rented a little place in 

south Hermosa and ruled the volleyball court at First Street with my buddies, all the while making lifelong 

friendships that I still enjoy today.  I taught my kids to surf at Eighth Street, and like you, the list goes on 

and on.  Of the many things I’m grateful for, I’m grateful Robi Hutas has given us the opportunity to secure 

a picture of our past with his wonderful art piece.   

 

    To peek at your own memories, just visit his website page www.RobiHutas.com/Strand, where you can 

view the entire photo-documentary, he’s even labeled the images with the actual address blocks to make it 

easy to find exactly the spot you’re looking for.        

 

          A Little Bit Of Paradise 

 

    Anyone who’s lived in our beach community for any length of time knows full well of the polarization 

between the developers and the preservationists.  Frankly, as depicted in Robi’s art piece, some of the ratty 

old strand houses simply needed to hit the dust, and good riddance to ‘em.  Unfortunately, some fine old 

homes that defined our seaside architecture were brought down simply to satisfy the inflated whims of their 

new owners, while others were lovingly rebuilt to original scale like the James’s home on the 100 block of 

Hermosa Strand that preserved the feel of our once quite little beach town.  But one thing we all have to 

agree on is that we live in one of the most beautiful places on earth.  And that beauty shines through like a 

beacon in Robi’s photo-documentary of the Manhattan and Hermosa Strand. 

 

         Your Deed to The Strand 

 

    Let’s face it…  most of us will never be able to afford a Strand home.  Even if we did, there are just not 

enough to go around.  Now finally, we have a chance to become a permanent part of this exclusive strand 

community by securing one of Robi’s historic Strand Photo-Documentary pictorial prints.  Not only will 

you get a museum quality collector’s piece that relates to your own life, you’ll also receive a full-size, 

frame quality, print number matched, personalized ‘first provenance’ certificate of authenticity.  And you’ll 

have your name hand-scribed in Robi’s personal art log as the first owner of a unique art piece that was 

studio crafted just for you! 

 

         One at a time 

 

    Unlike the usual offerings we find at local arts and crafts fairs that are mass produced and schlepped 

around for sale from location to location, these art pieces are true Pictorial Prints crafted by Robi himself in 

his own studio.  Starting with the actual panoramic film negative, your 11” x 30” pictorial print is crafted in 

photo-realism with brilliant archival inks on thick museum quality 100% acid free Japanese watercolor 

paper, mounted on a foam core backing board for protection and sealed in a poly bag ready for framing.   

 

    Your pictorial print will be produced in the order it’s received, so you’ll want to get your order form 

mailed as soon as you possibly can to avoid waiting too long and to ensure the panel you want doesn’t sell 

out before you have a chance to get one.   

 

   As soon as Robi receives your order, he’ll immediately assign you the next available print number, send 

you a letter of congratulations and your personalized certificate of authenticity so you know exactly which 

pictorial print is yours, and put you in the queue for printing.  When your art piece is finished, he’ll send 

you a note letting you know it’s ready to be picked up along with the gallery location where you can meet 

him and take a photo or two with your new collector’s piece.        

 

         Neighbors First 

 

    The fact is, Robi could easily turn this collection over to the dealers and galleries and simply walk away 

fat and happy with his decision.  But that’s not the way he is.  Generous and community minded, he’s no 

longer a young man, and his desire is to put as much of his art work into the hands of friends and neighbors 

as he possibly can while he still has the opportunity.  And that’s the reason he’s gone to the effort to offer 

these art pieces directly to you. 

 

    Just follow the 3 simple steps below to claim your own memories with a piece of this historical art piece 

and forever become part of the unique community of Strand Documentary Pictorial Print Owners.  

Available on the RobiHutas.Com website mid-2008 complete with personalized certificate of authenticity 

only $470 each. 

 

Choose your Pictorial Print from any of the 83 panorama images shown at RobiHutas.Com/Strand 

 



-Exclusive ‘Easy Reader’ Offer for Beach Cities Residents-   
 

oonnllyy  $$227700..  eeaa  ccoommpplleettee  ww//  ppeerrssoonnaalliizzeedd  CCeerrttiiffiiccaatteess  ooff  

AAuutthheennttiicciittyy  dduurriinngg  tthhiiss  llooccaall  pprroommoottiioonn  oonnllyy!!  
 

Please Order Today.  This Offer expires and this website 

page will be removed before the general public release on 

May 1, 2008. 

 

Just follow these 3 quick & easy steps to reserve yours today- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
*Current time to complete your studio-crafted Pictorial Print 

and Certificate of Authenticity is Approx. 1 week.  

 

**YES!  These are true museum quality Lifetime-Limited-

Editions collectorôs pieces!  Only 125 Pictorial Prints of 

each photographic panel from this series will ever be created.  

Donôt miss out.  Once theyôre gone, theyôre gone forever. 

 

***YES!  Robi is allowing a few complete sets of this historic 

Pictorial Print series to be released at a substantial 

discount from their list price.  Complete, matching limited-

edition number, Pictorial Print set of all 83 images. 

  

Only $19,700 including individual certificates of authenticity 

and custom cover panorama pictorial featuring YOU!  Call 310-

798-6341 for details.  

 

1. Visit- 
 

www.RobiHutas.com/Strand 
 

view the complete collection  

and locate the panel numbers  

you’d like to purchase. 

2. Clearly Print- 
 

-Your name 
 

-Mailing Address 
 

-Panel numbers you’re ordering  
 

-Names you want printed on    

  Certificates of Authenticity 
 

3. Send along with  

check payable to- 
 

 

Robi Hutas 
P.O. Box 1417 

Hermosa Beach, CA 90254 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

 

 


